


 
From the President 
 
Dear NFWSers: 
I must apologize for the joke I told at last 
month's meeting. I will not use 
zookeepers, bartenders, wildebeests or 
gnus in the same sentence again.  

Now.......     VOTE!!  
If I could make it happen, there would be a 
nominating committee set up to find 
members who would be willing to run for 
office and who would add their names to 
the long line of excellent past officers. 
So far, this hasn't quite happened the way 
I envisioned it. Most of NFWS' positions 
have been filled by volunteers who come 
forward. I've asked for write-in votes to try 
to have some semblance of an election, 
but most ballots are blank or not returned 
at all. I'm hopeful that eventually we can 
follow our constitution and return to a 
democratic way of choosing officers and 
board members. I would be ever so happy 
even if I had to deal with hanging chads 
and punch-cards that won't line up!! The 
Dalai Lama has very good advice that I try 
to follow: "Choose to be optimistic, it feels 
better." 
Our Spring show looks to be one of our 
best! (I peeked). We are the first 
organization to exhibit at Vern Stein's 
gallery. Vern and his assistant, Mary,  
have bent over back ward to provide what 
we need to make this a fine show. He has 
also offered a discount to NFWS members 
who need matting and/or framing done. I 
hope to see you at the reception. 
    

Susan (716) 632-5381 
 

BULLETIN BOARD 
Rita Argen Auerbach will offer a 
Watercolor workshop: Saturday, May 3, 
10:00 am- 2:30 pm. during her New Views 
exhibition at the Insite Gallery (see 
below).  The workshop is open to all levels 
of painters and space is very limited.  A 
demo, individual instruction and a group 
critique will take place for a cost of $50.00 
US.  Call for registration at 984 9572.  
Rita will also offer one day workshops at 
the Chautatuqua Institution Special 
Studies , Wednesday, June 2; Tuesday, 
July 15; Tuesday, July 29; and  
Tuesday, Aug 12. Each is a full immersion 
of watercolor painting 11:00 am - 3:30 pm, 
price $53.00.Registration has begun at 
716 357 6250.  A supply list and directions 
to the Institution will be provided. This is 
an easy drive from Buffalo along with the 
opportunity to stay the full day included in 
the registration fee. 
Auerbach's painting The Connecticut 
Street Armory has been selected for the 
cover of the Greater Western New York 
Armed Forces Week 2008 Tribute Book. 
www.ritaauerbachpaintings.com 
 

CLASSES 
UB Open Figure Drawing 2008: Visual 
Studies Open Figure Drawing. Summer 
Sessions, Wednesdays, May 21st - Aug 
13th. No Session July 2nd. Time: 7:00 to 
9:30 PM, Studio 218. $5 Per Session NO 
REGISTRATION NECESSARY! Bring 
your drawing materials   
 
Denise Sperry is teaching innovative 
classes in watercolor this spring and 
summer.  Please contact to register at 
634-8907 or e mail Deeuniques@aol.com. 

SHOWS/EVENTS 
Rita Argen Auerbach, New Views, April 
25 - May 27, 2008, Insite Gallery, 810 
Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo. 
 
Art Rocks!  East Aurora Art Society 
2008 Outdoor Art Exhibit – June 28, 29 
from 10 am – 5 pm, East Aurora Middle 
School 
 
Partners in Art exhibit – “A Few 
Friends” – see the works of many 
members and friends of NFWS,  
May 3 – 23, 74 Webster St, N. 
Tonawanda, NY  

ARTIST’S STATEMENT 
My passion for painting comes from many 
things, the hustle and bustle of modern 
city life; lush forest and tropical beaches; 
mountains, and the many moods of nature 
– blowing snow, driving rain, stormy skies, 
pounding surf.  I am always looking for 
new and interesting things to paint.  I also 
believe that we, as artists, must constantly 
expand our knowledge of the medium we 
have chosen to express ourselves.  The 
best way for me to learn something new is 
by stretching my knowledge of painting. By 
doing so, I push myself out of my comfort 
zone and into a place that can be very 
unsettling.  I would rather take a chance 
on painting something which might not 
work out, but which at the same time 
allows me to try a different approach or 
learn a new method to use in future 
paintings.  The most important thing to 
remember is that painting is a journey, and 
the painting you struggle with today is but 
a tiny fraction of the sum of all your 
paintings – a small step in your journey to 
artistic freedom and expression. 

                 Frank Francese  

NFWS NEWS 
SPRING SHOW 2008, Vern Stein Art and 
Frame, 5747 Main Street, Williamsville, 
NY, May 12-June 6, 2008.   Gallery hours: 
Tuesday – Friday 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; 
Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
Reception: Sunday, May 18, 2008 from 2-
5 PM. 

Plan ahead for the fall show and workshop 
with Sterling Edwards. His website is 
http://www.sterlingedwards.com/ . 
Then, get your creative juices flowing for 
the spring ’09 workshop, and the National 
Show with Birgit O'Connor! Her work can 
be seen at http://www.birgitoconnor.com/.  

 
NFWS BALLOT 

The terms of the President and Secretary 
are up this year. Please cast your vote for 
new officers. Bring to the May meeting, or 
mail to:  
Susan Vasi, 254 Amherston Drive, 
Williamsville, NY 14221-7006. 
 
President - Check off the nominee or 
write in your choice: 
 
______   Mary Hardegen 
______   __________________________ 
 
Secretary - The only requirement for this 
position is to take notes at the Board 
meetings. 

 
Please write in your choice: 

_________________________________ 
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Officers & Board for 2007-2008 
President.........................................Susan Vasi Projection Setup...............................Karen Foegen  
Vice President/ Publicity ...............Marie Prince Hospitality.............................................Sue Walker 
Treasurer .......................................Dottie Kinan Membership ....................................... Marty Kutas 
Secretary ................................. JoAnn Mileham Historian .......................................................... TBD 
Program ................................... Mary Hardegen Workshops ..... Kandida Kubala & Patricia Leonard 
Video Library .....................................Ping Wang Newsletter ........... Sally Treanor & Regina Toomey 
Web site: www.nfws.org 
Calendar 
Board Meeting Thursday, May 8 .............................................. 6:30 PM 
Members’ Meeting           (Frank Francese)      .   Thursday, May 15 ...........................................7:00 PM 
Next Board Meeting TBD...............................................................................  
Next Members’ Meeting  …(Paint Out)……………...TBD ……………………………………………………….. 

Members’ meetings are held at Amherst Community Church, 77 Washington Highway, Snyder, NY 14226. 
Board meetings are held at Susan Vasi’s residence, 254 Amherston Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221.  
Submit newsletter news items via post mail to NFWS, Waterbucket Editor, 14 Cottonwood Drive, 
Williamsville, NY 14221 or e-mail: waterbucketeditor@juno.com. The copy deadline for the June 
issue is May 23, 2008. 
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Frank Francese 
 

Frank Francese, of Grand Junction, Colorado, has been 
a professional artist and instructor since 1976.  He is a 
signature member of the National Watercolor Society, 
Midwest, Colorado and Western Colorado Societies; the 
Watercolor USA Honor Society, Watercolor West; and 
the Taos Society of Watercolorists.  He is much in 
demand nationally and internationally.  His liquid style is 
distinctive.  Frank works on a very wet surface in loose, 
large shapes in pure color disregarding fine detail and 
letting color mix itself on the paper.   


